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CPWR* - the Center for Construction 
Research and Training

ÅResearch and training arm of the Building & Construction 
Trades Department, AFL-CIO

ÅConducts research aimed at improving quality of life for 
construction workers

ÅConducts training in safety and occupational/environmental 
health

ϝCƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ wƛƎƘǘǎ



CPWR ςResearch Program

Å{ƛƴŎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ флǎΣ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ bLh{I ά/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
/ŜƴǘŜǊέ ǘƻ Řƻ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ  ǿƛǘƘ bLh{I

ÅConsortium of university researchers and CPWR staff 
researchers

ÅActive involvement of building trades unions and 
contractor organizations



CPWR ςTraining Program

ÅNIEHS Training (approx. 4,000 workers/yr)
ïEPA Superfund Sites

ïDepartment of Energy Sites Nationwide

ïUrban Brownfields& Minority Worker Training

ÅOSHA Training Institute Education Center

ÅDisaster Response Training 



Fatal Occupational Injuries 
by Industry, 2006
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Source:  Death on the Job ςThe Toll of Neglect, AFL-CIO, April 2008. 



Occupational Disease in the U.S.

ÅAbout 50,000 ς60,000 deaths per year in the 
U.S. from occupational illnesses;

ÅSome estimates make occupational deaths the 
8th leading cause of death in the U.S. ahead of 
motor vehicle deaths

ÅCosts for occupational disease and injury is 
estimated at $23 billion/year



Flow of Money, Management and Communication in 
Construction ςthe role of the client/owner
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Silica continues to be a problem


